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submission to brute force, and it made itself manifest in the form
of a determination that Mahomedan intolerance should not again
overspread the land. None felt this influence more strongly than
the worshippers, who placed their faith in the shrines of Bhawani
at Tuljapur and Kolhapur. They caught this fire, and
communicated it to others through their bards, the Gondhlis and
the Shots.
Shivaji, who mixed on equal terms with Tukaram, Ramdas,
and other religious teachers of his time, represented these new
aspirations in an intensified form in his own proper person. This
was one chief source of his strength and his hold on the people,
and it represented a strength which no prudent calculations of
chances could ever confer.
Another influence which operated on Shivaji's mind with a
force not realized by his father or teacher was the feeling that the
threatened invasion of the foreign Moslem conquerors could only
be adequately met by an united opposition. ShivajTs teacher
Ramdas tersely put this conception of Shivaji's aims and policy
in his verses of advice, communicated to his unfortunate son
Sambhaji, to unite all who were Marathas, and propagate the duty
on dharma of a great rashtra or united nation. This was the
whole end and aim of Shivaji's policy, and it explains some of his
more questionable acts. He felt that the Moghul would surely
prevail, just as the Afghan had done three hundred years before,
if the nobles of the land quarrelled among themselves and fought
with each other—each striving only to keep or increase his own
little Jahagir or Vatan intact at the cost of his neighbour. The
times dictated a policy of union and mutual trust for a common
purpose. Everybody, whether Hindu or Mahomedan, who came
in the way of the realization of this idea, had to be put down,
whether he was a friend or foe, a relation or a stranger.
This weakness of internal dissensions is an, ever-present danger
in aH times and phases of Indian history. It has been happily
described as the tendency to be unorganized and centrifugal, to
resent discipline and subordination. No wonder that such
unorganized power cannot maintain itself against organised force
or skill arrayed against, in the battle-field or in the Council Hall.
In fiie smaller arrangements as well as in his larger schemes, Shivaji
tried to interlace men's interests or ambitions in a way to make
them feel pride in common success and shame in common defeat.
The Ghadges, the Mores, and the Ghorpades represented this
separatist tendency, and they had to be disposed of by superior
force or skill, before the leading Maratha families accepted the
trust Shivaji reposed in them. The Mahomedan powers

